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Bright Spark

Case studies

Building resilience and promoting inclusive governance
Learn about the Strengthening Resilience and Promoting Inclusive Governance Program 
(STRENPO) program, which aims to build resilience among women and young people in 
vulnerable, natural resource-dependent communities, including refugee settlements, to 
shocks and stresses from natural resource degradation, climate change, and conflict and 
displacement. 

Strengthening capacity for local adaptation planning
As part of the Africa Climate Change Resilience Alliance (ACCRA), CARE in Mozambique 
was involved in developing an approach for participatory Local Adaptation Plans (LAPs) 
as a national climate-resilience planning model. This approach was also adopted by the 
government. With further government funding, the initiative was scaled up to include 60 
communities.  

STRENPO program in Uganda. Credit: CARE International in Uganda 2019.

Tools to inspire action
EXPLORE the CliMates international laboratory of ideas and actions for inspiration. CliMates 
brings together volunteers, students and young professionals around climate issues. It 
is a collective of serious and creative young people, sharing a vision for a transition to a 
low carbon society by informing, empowering and engaging young people in collaborative 
research, international advocacy and popular mobilization.

LEARN about practical tips for engagement with UNICEF’s Prepare to act. Practical tips for 
climate advocacy and action. 

EXPLORE UNICEF’s Toolkit for Young Climate Activists in the Middle East and North Africa 
Region/Arab States Region.

Get involved in UNFCCC processes
JOIN YOUNGO by completing and submitting the YOUNGO membership registration form. 
You can fi nd the details for YOUNGO focal points at the UNFCCC website.

LEARN more about how to participate in UNFCCC processes by reading the report, Youth 
Participation in the UNFCCC Negotiation Process: The United Nations, Young People and 
Climate Change. The report looks at how youth participation has taken place at UNFCCC, 
starting with COP5, and highlights increased efforts by young people to advocate for 
effective climate change solutions.

Videos
WATCH “Please Open Your Hearts” (6:14) and get inspired by Kenyan climate activist 
Elizabeth Wathuti speaking at the Opening Ceremony of the World Leaders Summit at COP26.

WATCH Vanessa Nakate’s address “Humanity will not be saved by promises” (7:14) at 
COP26, where she urges world leaders to act on climate change for future generations. 

WATCH a Nation TV Kenya interview Turning Down the Heat: Road to Glasgow (1:18:55), 
where you will learn more about what was needed at COP26 in Glasgow.

WATCH the video Fighting Climate Change. Featuring CARE-Climate-Heroine Minet from the 
Philippines (10:15), developed as part of the CARE Climate Heroines campaign, showcases 
the work of local and global women who have taken strong action on the climate crisis.

Interviews
LISTEN to this interview (on YouTube) with Julius Ng'oma from the Civil Society Network 
on Climate Change (CISONECC) to learn about experience from Malawi on influencing the 
National Adaptation process.
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Cool Down

Test your understanding answers on page 35/36

1 	� The COP is the supreme decision-making body of the UNFCCC. What does COP stand 
for? Select the correct answer.  

	 (a) Conference of the Parties
	 (b) Council of Pioneers
	 (c) Club of Paris
	 (d) Caretakers of the Planet

2 	� Countries that are signatories to the Paris Agreement must submit Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs). An NDC is a country’s climate action plan to cut 
emissions and adapt to climate impacts. How often must countries update and 
submit their NDCs? Select the correct answer.

	 (a) Every year
	 (b) Every three years
	 (c) Every five years
	 (d) Every 10 years 

3	� True or false?  The National Adaptation Plan (NAP) process seeks to identify and 
address medium- and long-term adaptation needs. 

	 (a) True
	 (b) False

4 	� Which of the following is a way you can influence regional and local climate 
adaptation policies? Select the correct answer.

	 (a) Urge your country to adopt a climate change strategy
	 (b)  �Advocate for integrating young people into regional and local-level climate 

adaptation strategies
	 (c) �Write a lobby letter and/or meet with the Minister of Climate Change (if your 

government has one) and/or your member of parliament who sits on the 
parliamentary committee on climate change

5	� The amount of money needed to fund adaptation efforts in developing countries is 
estimated to be how many times greater than what is currently available from public 
adaptation finance flows? Select the correct answer.

	 (a) 2-3 times
	 (b) 5-10 times
	 (c) 12-15 times
	 (d) 20 times

BONUS QUIZ: To further test your knowledge of climate change, do this online quiz 
developed by UNDP. It covers three topics:

•	 The problem of climate change

•	 The impacts of climate change

•	 Mitigating the impacts of climate change

Reflect and prepare for your climate adaptation action
Climate action starts at home. Now that you have learned about the ways young people can 
engage in adaptation policy processes, think about how you could influence local climate 
adaptation policy in your area. 

•	�� Which policy process would you like to engage in?

•	�� ��Why is this process important? And what impact could you have by engaging?

•	�� ��What can you learn about this process and the key actors involved before you take the 
steps to get involved?

•	�� ��What steps will you take to get involved in this process? Who do you need to contact?

•	�� What activities do you plan to be involved in for this process?

•	�� What resources do you need to be involved?

•	�� ��What outcomes do you expect? How will your engagement benefit you, other young 
people, your community or country?

•	�� How will you share what you have learned with other young people?
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Answers

1. Correct answer: (a) Conference of the Parties. 
EXPLANATION: The COP (Conference of the Parties) occurs every year under the UNFCCC. 
The COP is the supreme decision-making body of the UNFCCC. All 198 Parties (197 
countries and the European Union) to the Convention are represented at the COP. Countries 
use the COP to review the implementation of the UNFCCC and any other legal instruments 
the COP adopts, such as the Paris Agreement, and take decisions necessary to promote 
the effective implementation of the Convention, including institutional and administrative 
arrangements.

2. Correct answer: (c) Every five years.
EXPLANATION: Governments submit their updated NDCs to the UNFCCC Secretariat every 
five years. The NDCs generally contain high-level information on expected climate impacts, 
mitigation and adaptation priorities, and emissions reduction targets for each country.

3. Correct answer: (a) True.
EXPLANATION: On top of the National Adaptation Programmes of Action (NAPAs), LDCs 
developed (or are developing) National Adaptation Plans (NAPs). These strategic documents 
complement the NAPAs. They identify a country’s medium- and long-term adaptation 
priorities and the strategies for addressing and tracking them.

4. Correct answer: (d) All of the above
EXPLANATION: As a young climate advocate, there are numerous ways to engage in 
adaptation policy making processes and make your voice heard. At the regional and local 
levels, you can:

•	� Urge your country to adopt a climate change strategy. If it already exists, find out how it 
is being implemented.  

•	� Advocate for integrating young people into regional and local-level climate adaptation 
strategies. Train future generations (adolescents and children) on climate advocacy and 
climate adaptation issues so that knowledge is passed from generation to generation, 
and the movement continues to grow.

•	� Organize or join an awareness-raising campaign to encourage public understanding 
of climate change, its effects, and the actions young people can take to mitigate its 
anticipated impacts.  

•	� Write a lobby letter and/or meet with the Minister of Climate Change (if your government 
has one) and/or your member of parliament who sits on the parliamentary committee 
on climate change. 

•	� Start a petition for a climate change adaptation policy issue.

5. Correct answer: (b) 5-10 times.
EXPLANATION: UNEP estimates that for developing countries, the money needed for 
adaptation could be five to 10 times greater than current international public adaptation 
finance flows. This discrepancy between the finances needed and those available to 
developing countries is known as the “adaptation finance gap.”
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